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Siebzig Prozent aller Gebaude Londons
sind Wohngebaude, die allein durch ihre
Baumassen ganze Stadtstrukturen pragen.
Die Uberzeugung, dass Wohnquartiere vor
allem auf stadtebaulichen Uberlegungen
beruhen mussen, setzte Peter Barber in
einem Architektenwettbewerb planerisch
um. Dies erbrachte ihm den ersten Preis
und dem Stadtteil Hackney eine Art inne
Stadterweiterung.
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1 1-geschossige 1 Single-storey
Wohnung awelling

2 2-geschossige 2 Two-store)
Wohnung dwelling
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Das Projekt startete im Jahr 2002, als »Cir-

cle 33 Housing Trust« gemeinsam mit der

Architekturstiftung » Accommodating Chan-

ge« einen Architektenwettbewerb aus-

schrieb, um gezielt nach innovativen stadte

baulichen Ideen zu suchen. Im Mittelpunkt

der Ausschreibung stand insbesondere d

Wunsch nach einer Qualitatsverbesserur

von erschwinglichem Wohnraum. Ziel w

nings in 2002, when
t, together with the
n Accommodating
litectural competition in
urban-planning ideas.
the brief was the wish to
f enhanced quality that
Ss be economically viable.
participants were encour-
er the significance of housing
more demanding in terms of its
Jesign, and the influence this
on the quality of life of the future
n concrete terms, the project in-
nning an inner-city housing scheme
Hamlets, a district of East London
spite its proximity to the affluent

Wharf area, suffers from a problematic
structure.
solution proposed by the prize-winning
iitect, Peter Barber, presents a precise
1 plausible response to the theme of inner-
'y housing, for which it received a positive
ssessment from the organizers. A decisive
feature of the design was the extremely com-
pact, car-free structures, with streets no more
than 7.5 m wide and open spaces conducive
to public life. The buildings, containing flats,
maisonettes and houses, are no more than
three storeys high and are closely related to
the public open space, offering visual links
with the residential streets. Dwellings that can
! be rented were foreseen as well as housing
units that can be purchased.

[ When it came to implementing the scheme
with the architect and the building contractor,
the proposals were subject to a close scrutiny
to ensure that the cost limits would not be ex-
ceeded and that none of the unmistakable to-

i kens of quality would be sacrificed.

Originally known as the Donnybrook Quarter,
the development was later renamed “Fabrika”
for marketing reasons. It incorporates owner-
occupied properties as well as council dwell-
ings, whereby the latter were allocated exclu-
sively to people whom the local authority had
previously classified as “needy”. Today, two

years after its completion, the new neighbour-
hood is greatly esteemed by all residents, re-

gardless whether they are tenants or owners.

es, die Wettbewerbsteilnehmer dazu z;
wegen, grundsatzlich Uber die Bedeu
von inhaltlich und gestalterisch ansp;
vollem Wohnungsbau und seinen Ej
auf die Lebensqualitat seiner Bewa
nachzudenken. Konkret ging es u
Entwurf eines innerstadtischen W

in Tower Hamlets, East London ;

das trotz seiner Nahe zur wohll
Canary Wharf gepragt ist von
matischen Sozialstruktur.
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